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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to an amendment filed 4/27/05. Claims 1-17 are 
pending. Claims 13 and 17 are amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4/27/05 with respect to claims 16 and 17 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

With respect to claim 16, the applicant argues that LaJoie et al. does not teach that 
canceling the purchase of a program also cancels the recording of the program. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. LaJoie et al. discloses that if a user attempts to record 
an Impulse Pay-Per-View (IPPV) event, set-top terminal 6 will display an interactive 
warning window 270 alerting the user that the program has not been purchased. If the 
user presses the "C" application definable key 252 to cancel the purchase, the barker is 
hidden and the user is returned to the previous menu (col. 21,1. 30-49)(Fig. 12). This 
functionality is also disclosed with respect to LaJoie et al.'s One-Touch Recording. If the 
user presses "C" with the purchase menu 496 displayed, the user is returned to the 
previous menu 492 (col. 29, 1. 33-58)(Fig. 25). Thus, in canceling the program for 
purchase the program is automatically removed from a record list. 

With respect to claim 17, the applicant argues that LaJoie et al. does not teach a 
method in which an on screen display option is provided so that the user is afforded an 
opportunity to cancel the purchase of a program in response to cancellation of the 
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recording of the program. The examiner respectfully disagrees. LaJoie et al. discloses 
that a single button may be operable to add an item to two different lists. Further, LaJoie 
et al. discloses removing a program from a list of programs to be purchased (col. 22, 1. 
25-31) or removing any timer (col. 22, 1. 52-56)(Fig. 14) including recording timers. As 
stated in claim 16, LaJoie et al. also provides a conflict resolution method in which a user 
is presented with a warning menu when trying to record an IPPV event. Furthermore, 
LaJoie et al. provides that by canceling a program purchase in this scenario, the recording 
of the program is also cancelled. Given such, it would have been obvious to anyone of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify LaJoie et al. to 
include a single button that could be used to remove the item from a purchase list in 
response to removal from a recording list, such as that taught by LaJoie et al.'s method of 
including a single button to remove an item from a recording list in response to removal 
from a purchase list, in order to prevent a user from accidentally purchasing a program 
they are no longer recording and never intended to watch at the time it is aired. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1, 3, 6, 8, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Russo. 
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Referring to claim 1, Russo discloses an apparatus for receiving/processing a 
program/plurality of programs, comprising: 

user interface means for selecting a program from said plurality 
of programs (col. 9, 1. 48-67)(col. 10, 1. l-8)(Fig. 2); 
an on screen user option indicating that a user can both purchase 
and record the selected program, so that the user does not have to 
select one of purchase and record user options and then select the 
other user option to purchase and record the selected program 
(Russo discloses that a provider can unlock an amount of 
viewing, either in terms of a number of hours or a level of credit 
or that a user may be billed at a periodic interval, and that a 
descrambling key can be generally available for use by the 
subscriber at the subscriber's site without having to download 
such a key on a per-selection basis. Thus, a user chooses a 
program to record with the intent of purchasing, and will not be 
required to select a purchase option in the future)(col. 6, 1. 23-34, 
42-6 1 )(col. 1 0, 1. 25-47)(Fig. 2); 

a controller, in response to a first user action for selecting a first 
program for recording, storing said first program in a first list 
representing a list of programs to be recorded (col. 4, 1. 62- 
67)(col. 5, 1. 1-4, 8-17), and in response to a second user action 
selecting said on screen user option for selecting a second 
program for both purchasing and recording (the examiner notes 
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that in selecting the aforementioned user option, the user may or 
may not have the intent of purchasing it. Therefore, a user may 
record a program with the sole intent of recording, or with the 
intent of recording and purchasing the program), storing said 
second program on a second list (on-site library)(col. 11,1. 20- 
25), representing a list of programs purchased and also storing 
said second program on said first list (the program must have 
been stored on the record list prior to being stored in the on-site 
library)(col. 4, 1. 57-60)(col. 5, 1. 8-17, 55-57). 
Referring to claims 3 and-8, Russo discloses the apparatus of claims 1 and 6, 
respectively, wherein said first list includes a purchase indication for said second 
program (the examiner notes that by selecting an item for recording, the user may be 
intend to purchase the program. The user indicates his/her purchasing intent by choosing 
to record the selection). 

Referring to claim 6, Russo discloses an apparatus for processing a program, 
comprising: 

on screen display means for displaying a first list representing 
programs selected for recording (col. 9, 1. 48-67)(col. 10, 1. 1- 
8)(Fig. 2); 

on screen user control option indicating that a user can both 
purchase and record a program, so that the user does not have to 
select one of purchase and record user control options and then 
select the other user control option to purchase and record said 
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program (Russo discloses that a provider can unlock an amount 
of viewing, either in terms of a number of hours or a level of 
credit or that a user may be billed at a periodic interval, and that a 
descrambling key can be generally available for use by the 
subscriber at the subscriber's site without having to download 
such a key on a per-selection basis. Thus, a user chooses a 
program to record with the intent of purchasing, and will not be 
required to select a purchase option in the fiiture)(col. 6, 1. 23-34, 
42-61 )(col. 10,1. 25-47)(Fig. 2); 

on screen display means for displaying a second list representing 
programs selected for purchasing and recording (the examiner 
notes that in selecting the aforementioned user option, the user 
may or may not have the intent of purchasing it. Therefore, a 
user may record a program with the sole intent of recording, or 
with the intent of recording and purchasing the program); and 
control means, in response to selection of said user control 
option, entering said program into said second list and 
automatically entering said program into said first list (the 
examiner notes that by creating a list of programs for recording 
that the user intends to purchase, the program is automatically 
entered onto the recording list). 

Referring to claim 13, Russo discloses a method for processing a plurality of 

programs, comprising: 
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selecting a first program for recording from said plurality of 

programs (col. 9, 1. 48-67)(col. 10, 1. l-8)(Fig. 2); 

storing said first program in a first list (col. 4, 1. 62-67)(col. 5, 1. 

1-4,8-17); 

selecting a second program (col. 9, 1. 48-67)(col. 10, 1. l-8)(Fig. 
2); 

receiving a selection of a displayed user option indicating that a 
user can both purchase and record the selected second program, 
so that the user does not have to select one of purchase and 
record user options and then select the other user option to 
purchase and record the selected second program (Russo 
discloses that a provider can unlock an amount of viewing, either 
in terms of a number of hours or a level of credit or that a user 
may be billed at a periodic interval, and that a descrambling key 
can be generally available for use by the subscriber at the 
subscriber's site without having to download such a key on a per- 
selection basis. Thus, a user chooses a program to record with 
the intent of purchasing, and will not be required to select a 
purchase option in the future)(col. 6, 1. 23-34, 42-61)(col. 10, 1. 
25-47)(Fig. 2); 

storing said second program in a second list (on-site library)(col. 
11,1. 20-25); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/445,268 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2617 

storing said second program in said first list (the program must 
have been stored on the record list prior to being stored in the on- 
site library)(col. 4, 1. 57-60)(col. 5, 1. 8-17, 55-57). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 14, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Russo in view of Lajoie et al. 

Referring to claims 2, and 7, Russo discloses a system as stated above in claims 1 
and 6, respectively. Russo does not disclose the first list as including a timer conflict 
indication for programs having a timer conflict. LaJoie et al. discloses a system wherein 
the first list includes a timer conflict indication for programs having a timer conflict (col. 
21,1. 30-42)(Fig. 12). It would have been obvious to anyone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time that the invention was made to modify Russo to include a timer conflict 
indication such as that taught by LaJoie et al. in order to prevent a user from creating 
system function conflicts. 

Referring to claims 4, 9, and 14, Russo discloses a system as stated above in 
claims 1, 6, and 13, respectively. Russo does not disclose that the controller first 
determines whether there is a timer conflict between said second program and another 
program on said first list before storing said second program on said first list. LaJoie et 
al. discloses a system wherein the controller first determines whether there is a timer 
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conflict between the second program and another program on the first list before storing 
the second program on the first list (col. 21, 1. 30-55). It would have been obvious to 
anyone of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify 
Russo to include the controller with a method that first determines whether there is a 
timer conflict between the second program and another program on the first list before 
storing the second program on the first such as that taught by Lajoie et al. in order to 
prevent a user from creating system function conflicts. 

Referring to claims 5, 10, and 15, Russo discloses a system as stated above in 
claims 1, 9, and 14, respectively. Russo does not disclose that the controller prompts a 
user to resolve said timer conflict if said timer conflict exists. LaJoie et al. discloses a 
system wherein the controller prompts a user to resolve the timer conflict by presenting 
the user with an interactive warning window (col. 21-22, 1. 55-5)(Fig. 12). It would have 
been obvious to anyone of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made 
to modify Russo to include an interactive warning window in response to a timer conflict 
such as that taught by LaJoie et al. in order to resolve a timing conflict. 
4. Claims 11, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Russo in view of Browne et al. 

Referring to claim 11, Russo discloses an apparatus for processing a program, 
comprising: 

user interface means for selecting said program from said 
plurality of programs (col. 9, 1. 48-67)(col. 10, 1. l-8)(Fig. 2); 
an on screen user option indicating that a user can both purchase 
and record said program, so that the user does not have to select 
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one of purchase and record user options and then select the other 
user option to purchase and record the selected program (Russo 
discloses that a provider can unlock an amount of viewing, either 
in terms of a number of hours or a level of credit or that a user 
may be billed at a periodic interval, and that a descrambling key 
can be generally available for use by the subscriber at the 
subscriber's site without having to download such a key on a per- 
selection basis. Thus, a user chooses a program to record with 
the intent of purchasing, and will not be required to select a 
purchase option in the future)(col. 6, 1. 23-34, 42-61)(col. 10, 1. 
25-47)(Fig. 2); 

Russo does not disclose a controller, in response to a user action for canceling said 
program, removing said program from a first list representing a list of programs 
purchased and automatically removing said program from a second list representing a list 
of programs to be recorded. Browne et al. discloses a cancel option 506 for canceling a 
program that was to be recorded (p. 24, 1. 16-17)(Fig. 5E). It would have been obvious to 
anyone of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify 
Russo to include a cancel button for aborting a record operation such as that taught by 
Browne et al. in order to allow the user to cancel an operation before it is performed. The 
examiner further notes that by removing a program from a list of programs to be recorded 
in the system of Russo, the program no longer can be purchased. 

Referring to claim 12, Russo discloses an apparatus for processing a program, 
comprising: 
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on screen display means for displaying a first list representing 
programs selected for recording (col. 9, L 48-67)(col. 10, 1. 1- 
8)(Fig. 2); 

first user control means for selecting to both purchase and record 
a program (Russo discloses that a provider can unlock an amount 
of viewing, either in terms of a number of hours or a level of 
credit or that a user may be billed at a periodic interval, and that a 
descrambling key can be generally available for use by the 
subscriber at the subscriber's site without having to download 
such a key on a per-selection basis. Thus, a user chooses a 
program to record with the intent of purchasing, and will not be 
required to select a purchase option in the future)(col. 6, 1. 23-34, 
42-61)(col. 10, 1. 25-47)(Fig. 2); 

on screen display means for displaying a second list representing 
programs selected for purchasing (the examiner notes that in 
selecting the aforementioned user option, the user may or may 
not have the intent of purchasing it. Therefore, a user may record 
a program with the sole intent of recording, or with the intent of 
recording and purchasing the program); 
Russo does not disclose second user control means for removing a selected program from 
said first and second lists or control means, in response to said user removal of said 
program from said second list, automatically removing said program from said first list. 
Browne et al. discloses a cancel option 506 for canceling a program that was to be 
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recorded (p. 24, 1. 16-17)(Fig. 5E). It would have been obvious to anyone of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify Russo to include a 
cancel option for aborting a record operation such as that taught by Browne et al. in order 
to allow the user to cancel an operation before it is performed. The examiner further 
notes that by removing a program from a list of programs to be recorded in the system of 
Russo, the program no longer can be purchased. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 
571.272.5968. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am- 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571 .272.733 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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